68o-i]       The Intellectual Life of Humanity        299

eye that begins to see the continuity of the intellectual
life is directed towards the past alone. Only in a few
isolated minds there dawns the thought that now and in
the future humanity is called to a common life. The idea
of a commonwealth of humanity owes its increasing practical
recognition in the establishment of universally recognised
principles of law and the union of civilised states, not to
art or to science, but to political life, whose problems are
pre-eminently those of the present The handmaid of
politics in this task is history, which seeks to obtain from
the life of the past conclusions about the future, and thus
to enable the art of politics, drawing from the teachings
of the past, to make sure of its results by absorbing those
historical ideas to whose fulfilment it is called,

It is true that the metaphor, recurring in nearly all the
theories of the philosophy of history, which compares the
periods of history with the stages of development in the indi-
vidual life, is in many respects inept The unity of personal
volition and action, in particular, is necessarily wanting in
the life of history. Hence the latter is rich in simultaneous
processes of development, where many things are produced
at one and the saijie time which in individual life are
necessarily successive. In one point, however, the illustration
may serve to make clear the general course that the life
of humanity as a whole has followed in history. At first
the impressions out of which the individual consciousness
builds up its ideas flow in upon it at random and unsought
Though its ideas enter into an internally coherent system,
this is rather a passive process than the result of active
volition. As the will matures, the relation is altered. True,
outward impressions still exert their influence; but a new
factor appears, at first subordinate, then increasingly pre^
dominant It is the factor of preconsidered action, for